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When we hold these meetings each 
month, qualified by the different zodiacal 
signs, it’s helpful to keep in mind that 
each sign holds within it lessons from 
which we can all learn. In other words, the 
lessons contained within the Sagittarian 
experience are not just related to people 
born under the sign of Sagittarius. The 
lessons are instead  related to a particular 
stage upon the path, but no matter where 
we personally stand upon that path, the 
symbolism hidden within each sign holds 
meaning for us all.  
 
Sagittarius comes after the drastic purging 
experience in Scorpio, perhaps the most 
difficult testing period upon the path. In 
Scorpio, the individual is brought face to 
face with the powerful nature of desire —
desire as it  exists and conditions all levels 
of the personality. As we all know, desire 
is an exceedingly powerful factor condi-
tioning human  experience, a force that 
more  often than not appears beyond our 
ability to control.  
 

But when desire is utilised by the spiritual 
seeker, it is turned not toward desire as 
related to phenomenal existence but ra-
ther towards the pursuit of truth, identifi-
cation and eventual realisation. Desire is 
then transmuted into aspiration and the 
way of release begins to be sought. We 
have to learn the spiritual uses of desire, 
the means by which this powerful energy 
can be reoriented and turned towards pos-
itive ends. We have to see it as a means 
whereby we can be propelled forward 
upon the path of return and  

released from the thralldom of matter. 
This point of the reorientation of desire 
into aspiration occurs under the influ-
ence of Sagittarius. And it is a highly 
significant stage and a major turning 
point upon the path. An aphorism from 
Helena Blavatsky’s The Voice of the Silence 
beautifully illustrates this stage of con-
sciousness. She wrote, "Before thou 
canst approach the foremost gate thou 
hast to learn to part the body from the 
mind, to dissipate the shadow, and to 
live in the eternal. For this, thou hast to 
live and breathe in all, as all that thou 
perceivest breathes in thee; to feel  
thyself abiding in all things, all things in 
SELF." 

In Scorpio the battle ends upon a note 
of triumph, its keynote being, "Warrior I 
am and from the battle I emerge trium-
phant". This triumph is the foundation 
upon which the Sagittarian takes his 
stand. At this point a tremendous sense 
of liberation is achieved, conferred by 
the successful waging of a battle. The 
Sagittarian demonstrates an ability to 
work from an aligned point of tension, 
rightly releasing and directing energy in 
time and space. 

In Sagittarius, the crisis point is over, the 
battle has been won, and the skills that 
were developed under the weight of 
Scorpio are now turned in a new direc-
tion. The forces that are marshalled in 
Sagittarius are needed for the next great 
test, seen in the distance, the test of the 
climbing of the mountain of initiation in 
Capricorn. As the Tibetan teacher wrote 
of Sagittarius, "…the man begins to 
climb out of the depths to which he has 
descended in Scorpio and sees ahead of 
him the mountain in Capricorn which 
he knows he must eventually climb.  

 

6$*,77$5,86  � 
 

-�.DWK\�1HZEXUQ�- 

� 



� 

in its spiritual aspects, which enables us 
to summon the requisite energy to do 
the work. It’s said that there are two 
things that determine our ability to 
move forward; they are: the quality of 
our motive which should be the desire 
to be of service and our willingness, at 
all cost, to be obedient to the light 
which is in us and around us.. Service 
and obedience are the great methods of 
release that will lead, eventually, to the 
longed-for liberation. Service releases us 
from ourselves. Obedience integrates us 
into the larger whole where our own 
desires and urges are negated in the wid-
er interests of the life of the group, hu-
manity and God. 

The idea of obedience has, however, 
under the sixth ray influence of the  
Piscean age, been distorted as it came to 
be viewed as obedience to personalities, 
leaders and Masters when instead the 
obedience should be to one’s own soul 
and its dictates. These dictates can only 
begin to be perceived as we slowly at-
tune ourselves to the voice of the intui-
tion, to an ability to tap into the divine 
plan and those ideas that are on the 
verge of precipitation into human con-
sciousness. As progress is made upon 
the path there develops the ability to 
create in the higher and spiritual sense. 
This ability is the gift of the intuition, 
the "vivid light" through which Patanjali 
said, "all things can be known", a gift 
which is said to develop under the influ-
ence of Sagittarius. Through intuitive 
insight, there comes a clear sense of di-
rection, a dispelling of glamour and a 
freeing of oneself from the major obsta-
cles to progress. Then, from point to 
point, progress is made and strength is 
gathered. 

He walks no longer in the dark, for he 
sees what he has to do and he therefore 
makes rapid progress and travels  
"fast upon the Way".  
 

Capricorn contains within it the terrific 
tests of initiation, symbolised through-
out time by the mountain, the test of 
scaling the heights, alone and seemingly 
unaided. So even though Sagittarius 
comes right after a great purging experi-
ence, it is not a time for resting on one’s 
laurels. It is instead, a time of rapid 
moving forward--in Sagittarius the arch-
er is all the time preparing for this new 
test, gathering strength and a renewed 
confidence and vigour. Sometimes we’d 
like to think that when we pass a test we 
get some kind of nice reward. Well, we 
do, but it’s not the kind of reward that 
the more worldly might expect. The 
reward for spiritual achievement is more 
work and an enhanced ability to serve 
the Plan in whatever way is demanded 
of us by our soul. 
 

Sagittarius is sometimes called the  
experience of the "plains". Scorpio is the 
depths, Sagittarius the plains and Capri-
corn the heights. In this way we can see 
that the symbolism of the archer on his 
white horse, galloping straight across the 
plains, is a symbol for the antahkarana 
bridge that brings him, from point to 
point, towards the mountain top. On 
the plains one can "travel fast upon the 
Way". At this stage one learns not to be 
deterred by that which lies upon either 
side, by the pairs of opposites and,  
instead, attempts to discover that which 
is neither of them.  
 
But again, this building of the true line 
of escape can only be accomplished if 
we desire it enough, for it is this desire, 
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